You know her name,
but do you know her story?
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Director’s Note
As a director, I do a lot of listening and a
lot of thinking. Early in the play, Emily
Dickinson says, “but the light goes on and
on.” Two weeks ago in rehearsal, I heard
that line and looked at Jeri performing on
the set of The Belle of Amherst, which is
on top of and in front of the set from
Chicago, and I thought about that line of
dialogue in a new way. It has been over a
year since our production of Chicago was
to be presented, and we still have every
intention of producing it, but QCT did not
stop to wait for that opportunity. We
navigated unknown (to us!) virtual
territory. We have had a multitude of
online productions, events and classes.
We accepted every obstacle that was thrown our way. Why? Because
we are committed to our mission; we are committed to the survival of
this organization; we are committed to see that “the light goes on and
on.” Theatre may have looked different and may continue to look different for a little while longer, but QCT is strong because we believe in
what we do, you continue to support us, and we are dedicated to you.
Here we are, 14 months later, back in the QCT auditorium, to share a
story in the same space at the same time. This is a historic occasion in
several ways: it is the return of live theatre to the tri-state area; to my
knowledge, it is the first time a local volunteer actor has performed a
one-person show on the mainstage; and it is the final production with
Lorne Kelley serving as QCT’s technical director and resident designer.
It feels monumental. So many changes have happened, and many more
will certainly happen, and through it all, “the light goes on and on.”
It is my great pleasure to welcome you back home to QCT and to live
theatre! I hope our approach to the life of Emily Dickinson will give you
a jolt, will surprise you, fascinate you, and cause you to ask more questions. I hope you will cherish this moment in time and that, from you, the
light will go on and on.
If I can stop one Heart from breaking
I shall not live in vain
If I can ease one Life the Aching
Or cool one Pain
Or help one fainting Robin
Unto his Nest again
I shall not live in Vain.
Brandon J. Thomsen
Artistic Director

Cast
Jeri Conboy
Jeri has been involved with QCT
since the summer of 1993 and has
fulfilled nearly every volunteer
position within the organization
since that time. She was most
recently see on stage as Siobhan
in The Curious Incident of the
Dog in the Night-time.
“It is very exciting to explore the
enigma that is Emily Dickinson
as well as be part of the first live
stage show at QCT for more than
a year.”
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Coming Soon

Auditions
April 25-26

Discovery Night
June 7
Performances
June 16-20

Discovery Night
May 3

Performances
May 13-16 and 20-23

2020 season ticket holders can purchase tickets April 19-20.
General public sales beging April 21.

Quincy Community Theatre is a proud member of the American Association of Community
Theatres and Illinois Theatre Association. Student theatre programming is sponsored in
part by the Illinois Arts Council and Arts Quincy.

